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APPG on Children in Police Custody 

DRAFT MINUTES 

Inaugural Meeting  

Tuesday 3rd December 2024, at 5pm 

Portcullis House, Houses of Parliament, Room M 

In attendance (Parliamentary): Juliet Campbell MP, Lord Carlile of Berriew, Jacob 

Collier MP, Sally Jameson MP, James Naish MP Michael Payne MP, Michelle Welsh 

MP and Steve Yemm MP. 

In attendance (External): Dr Miranda Bevan (Secretariat, King’s College, London), 

Jason El Helou (notetaker, King’s College, London), Millie Harris (Alliance for Youth 

Justice), Amy Laver (Southwark Appropriate Adult Service), James Mitchell 

(Independent Custody Visitor, Lewisham), Grace Preston (The Traveller Movement), 

Sacha Ray (Independent Custody Visitor, Lewisham), James Scrase-Olver (Centre for 

Justice Innovation),  Caitlin Tao (Office of the Children’s Commissioner), Phil Turner 

(Second Wave), and Havana Wellings-Longmore (MOPAC).  

Apologies (Parliamentary): Lord Finkelstein, The Lord Bishop of Derby 

 

1. Welcome and introductions 

Miranda Bevan (secretariat) welcomed the attendees and thanked them for 

joining the meeting.   

 

2. Election of officers  

The following officers were elected unanimously by the Parliamentary 

attendees: 

Michelle Welsh MP (as Chair)  

Lord Carlile (as Officer) 

Lord Finkelstein (as Officer) 

Juliet Campbell (as Officer)  
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3. Review of the Group’s name and purpose: 

The Group considered the name, ‘APPG on Children in Police Custody’ and the 

draft purpose of the group:  

‘To raise awareness of the experiences of children in police custody; for 

parliamentarians to hear from children, professionals and experts about the 

impacts of police custody on children, their families, carers and communities; to 

develop recommendations for reform to ensure that children's rights are upheld 

and respected in police custody.’ 

Lord Carlile invited members to consider whether the name of the group 

might be amended to ‘Children in Custody’ so as to enable consideration by 

the Group of children in detained in the wider secure estate (post-charge or 

conviction). There was considerable interest in the proposal from internal and 

external members, and support for the Group considering the experiences of 

children in the secure estate once the Inquiry has been completed. However, 

on balance, the Group approved the draft name and purpose in order to 

maintain the focus and impact of the Group’s current work on children in 

police custody. 

 

4. Update on progress of the Inquiry into Achieving the Rights of Children in 

Police Custody and review of the Draft Report. 

Miranda Bevan summarised the current position of the Inquiry into Achieving the 

Rights of Children in Police Custody. A draft report on the work of the Inquiry had 

been circulated to Internal and External Members prior to the meeting. She made 

two observations in particular: 

a) That an executive summary will be required for the main Inquiry report.  

b) That there will be an accompanying report focusing on the experiences of 

children and young people when strip searched (drawing on the live and 

written evidence to the Inquiry). The material was felt to justify a separate 

report given the importance of hearing directly from children and young 

people on this important issue, the rarity of such accounts in published 

reports and the recommendations children and young people made for 

reform. This report will be published at the same time as the main Inquiry 

report. 

Internal and external members discussed the report and recommendations. 

Sally Jameson MP noted the importance of clear messaging in relation to the 

recommendations arising from the report, particularly in relation to reduced 

arrests for children and the importance of identifying available appropriate 

alternatives for frontline officers. 

Millie Harris, Policy Manager for the Alliance for Youth Justice whose Young 

Advocates had given evidence in the first Inquiry evidence session, highlighted 

the significance of the evidence provided by children and young people about 
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strip search and offered to make contact with the Young Advocates to support 

finalisation of the reports and for them to attend the launch.  

Havana Wellings-Longmore, Programme Manager at MOPAC, stressed the need 

for a review of the appropriate adult safeguard (one of the report 

recommendations) and expressed concern that this was an issue that had 

previously been avoided by government departments.  

Lord Carlile suggested that a meeting be sought with the Home Office towards 

the launch date to identify which recommendations would be accepted and 

which would require further exploration and advocacy by the Group.  

The following actions were agreed: 

a) It was proposed to launch the Inquiry reports at an event in Parliament in 

February or March 2025. 

 

b) The secretariat will circulate the Strip Search Report and Executive Summary 

as soon as possible. 

 

c) The secretariat will circulate the draft report again and invite written 

comments from internal and external members. 

 

d) Ahead of the launch event, Michelle Welsh MP (Chair) will seek a meeting with 

the relevant minister to discuss the report.  

  


