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1. Welcome and introductions
Michelle Welsh MP (Chair of the APPG) welcomed members of the group and
external gests and members. She thanked all those who attended and
reflected on the Inquiry and the hard work that had gone into the reports being
launched today. She stressed the urgency of the need for the reforms
recommended in the reports and the importance of ensuring children can
exercise their rights in all aspects of their lives to ensure equity and justice for
all children.

2. Launch of the Inquiry reports

Dr Miranda Bevan (King's College, London) secretariat and author of the
reports introduced the two reports: ‘Making Children’s Rights a reality in
Police Custody’ and ‘Hearing Young Voices on Strip Search’. She thanked the
many witnesses and participants in the Inquiry, many of whom were in
attendance for the launch. She outlined the key recommendations and the
good practice examples which identify pathways for reform.



https://appgchildrenincustody.org/making-childrens-rights-a-reality-in-police-custody/
https://appgchildrenincustody.org/making-childrens-rights-a-reality-in-police-custody/
https://appgchildrenincustody.org/hearing-young-voices-on-strip-search/

She also read from an account given by a 16 year old child who had recently
been held in police custody and who wanted his experiences to be heard at
the launch. His words concluded:

‘Being in custody felt like | was being punished before anyone even explained
what was happening. I felt like a little kid again, scared, confused, no-one
coming to help. The longer | stayed, the worse it got in my head. I'm used to
waiting for people who never come. You don't get better by being locked away
and forgotten. Thanks for listening to me. | hope hearing my story made you
think. We're not just kids who get in trouble. Sometimes we just need someone
to see us properly. | don’t want what happened to me to keep happening to
others. What could make it better? Treat us with care, not just as cases. Make
sure we have someone to talk to, especially if we're scared or confused. Don't
keep us in the dark — tell us what’s going on.’

A young person with experience of police custody spoke next about his own
experience. He emphasised how distressing police custody can be, and how
important it is for children to be properly supported in that setting.

Lord Carlile of Berriew (Officer of the APPG) reflected in closing on the
importance of bringing children’s experiences to light and the power of their
accounts to motivate change. He applauded all those who are working
towards greater transparency and improved treatment of children in police
custody, and thanked all those who had given their time to make the Inquiry
such a success. He emphasised the central importance of timely and
specialist legal advice for children in this early, but critical, phase of the youth
justice process.

(See overleaf for Appendix A)
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