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APPG on Children in Police Custody 

DRAFT MINUTES 

Launch of the Reports arising from the  

Inquiry into Achieving the Rights of Children in Police Custody 

Wednesday 2nd July 2025, at 4pm 

The Jubilee Room, Houses of Parliament 

 

In attendance (Parliamentary): Michelle Welsh MP, Lord Carlile of Berriew, Lord 

Bradley, Baroness Alison Levitt, Juliet Campbell MP and Janet Daby MP. 

In attendance (External): See Appendix A for full details of external members and 

guests in attendance.  

Apologies (Parliamentary): The Lord Bishop of Derby 

 

1. Welcome and introductions 

Michelle Welsh MP (Chair of the APPG) welcomed members of the group and 

external gests and members. She thanked all those who attended and 

reflected on the Inquiry and the hard work that had gone into the reports being 

launched today. She stressed the urgency of the need for the reforms 

recommended in the reports and the importance of ensuring children can 

exercise their rights in all aspects of their lives to ensure equity and justice for 

all children.  

 

2. Launch of the Inquiry reports 

 

Dr Miranda Bevan (King’s College, London) secretariat and author of the 

reports introduced the two reports: ‘Making Children’s Rights a reality in 

Police Custody’ and ‘Hearing Young Voices on Strip Search’. She thanked the 

many witnesses and participants in the Inquiry, many of whom were in 

attendance for the launch. She outlined the key recommendations and the 

good practice examples which identify pathways for reform.  

 

https://appgchildrenincustody.org/making-childrens-rights-a-reality-in-police-custody/
https://appgchildrenincustody.org/making-childrens-rights-a-reality-in-police-custody/
https://appgchildrenincustody.org/hearing-young-voices-on-strip-search/
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She also read from an account given by a 16 year old child who had recently 

been held in police custody and who wanted his experiences to be heard at 

the launch. His words concluded: 

 

‘Being in custody felt like I was being punished before anyone even explained 

what was happening. I felt like a little kid again, scared, confused, no-one 

coming to help. The longer I stayed, the worse it got in my head. I’m used to 

waiting for people who never come. You don’t get better by being locked away 

and forgotten. Thanks for listening to me. I hope hearing my story made you 

think. We’re not just kids who get in trouble. Sometimes we just need someone 

to see us properly. I don’t want what happened to me to keep happening to 

others. What could make it better? Treat us with care, not just as cases. Make 

sure we have someone to talk to, especially if we’re scared or confused. Don’t 

keep us in the dark – tell us what’s going on.’ 

 

A young person with experience of police custody spoke next about his own 

experience. He emphasised how distressing police custody can be, and how 

important it is for children to be properly supported in that setting.   

 

Lord Carlile of Berriew (Officer of the APPG) reflected in closing on the 

importance of bringing children’s experiences to light and the power of their 

accounts to motivate change. He applauded all those who are working 

towards greater transparency and improved treatment of children in police 

custody, and thanked all those who had given their time to make the Inquiry 

such a success. He emphasised the central importance of timely and 

specialist legal advice for children in this early, but critical, phase of the youth 

justice process.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      (See overleaf for Appendix A) 

  



 3 

 

Appendix A: External members and guests in attendance 

 

Dr Vicky Kemp University of Nottingham 

Millie Harris Alliance for Youth Justice 

Louise King Child Rights Alliance for England 

Mandeer Kataria Child Rights Alliance for England 

Caroline Liggins Hodge Jones and Allen Solicitors 

Laura Cooper or Katya Moran Just for Kids Law 

Chris Bath National Appropriate Adult Network 

Penelope Gibbs Transform Justice 

Dominic Daley Youth Justice Board 

Havana Wellings-Longmore MOPAC 

Caitlin Tao Office of the Children's Commissioner 

Paula Harriott  Unlock 

Mark Chamberlain Unlock 

Phil Turner Second Wave, Lewisham 

Meka Beresford Action for Race Equality 

Bami Jolaoso Centre for Justice Innovation 

Claire Eley Centre for Justice Innovation 

Amy Laver Southwark Appropriate Adult Service 

Sacha Salome Independent Custody Visitor 

James Mitchell Independent Custody Visitor 

Professor Jill Jameson University of Greenwich 

Scott Duffy Officer of the PCC, Northumbria 

Pippa Goodfellow National Children's Bureau 

Alice Sampson Independent Custody Visitor 

Shelley Cathers University of Liverpool 

Anja Hendrichova Cambridge University 

Supt Mel Golding Surrey Police 

CI Lisa Holbrook-King Surrey Police 

CI Steve Schulten Surrey Police 

Insp Steph Maslett Surrey Police 

PS Jason Anderson Surrey Police 

Glenn Nash 
Greater Manchester Combined 
Authority 

Chief Superintendent Richard 
Timson Greater Manchester Police 

Simon Barnes National Police Chiefs' Council 

Superintendent Chris Clarke Metropolitan Police 

Sergeant Kate Wright Metropolitan Police 

Dean Else Former MPS Police Officer 

Inspector Matt Fox Metropolitan Police 

Laura Norton MOPAC 

Dr John Taggart Queens University, Belfast 

Matthew Haynes Coventry Youth Justice Service  
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Sherry Ralph 
Independent Custody Visiting 
Association 

Casey Jenkins 
Chair of London Criminal Courts 
Solicitors 

Oliver Marshall 
Association of Police and Crime 
Commissioners 

Chloe MacDonald Cardiff University 

Raymond Arthur Northumbria University 

Matt Storey 
Cleveland Unit for the Reduction of 
Violence (CURV) 

Kay Dargue 
Association of YOT Managers and 
Cleveland CURV 

Nosheen Hanif Cleveland (CURV) 

Professor Layla Skinns University of Sheffield 

Joe Kiff University of Bedfordshire 

Clara Williams HMICFRS 

David Hull PACE Powers Unit, Home Office 

Lynn Frusher Southwark Appropriate Adult Service 

Julie Holmes MoJ 

Alan Webster MoJ 

Professor Jamie Lee King's College London 

Dr Miranda Bevan King's College London 

Alannah Burdiss King's College London 

Beatrice Rossano King's College London 

Becky Saleem  Public Affairs Coordinator Missing 
People 

Izzy Partridge  Policy & Public Affairs Officer 
Children's Society 

Jade Megatli Southwark YJS 

Natalie White Lambeth YJS 
 

  

  

  

  

 
 

 
 

  

  

  

  

 


